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LECTURES

tion women match those of non-migrants. Th ere are then no longer 
signifi cant diff erences between the diff erent migrant backgrounds 
for the second generation either.

Th is leads to the conclusion that the diff erences in the reproduc-
tive behaviour of Turkish women, other migrants and German 
women do not result from their migrant background per se, but 
mainly from diff erences in their educational participation. If we 
look at the further family formation process, there are almost no 
diff erences in the transition to the second child, compared with 
the second generation and with German women. Second-gener-
ation Turkish women are more likely to have a third child than 
other women migrants and German women. If the educational 
structures were to converge further in the future, it is likely that 
the family-formation patterns will also converge.

Th is assumption is supported by an international comparison of 
the second generation from Turkey. Data from the project ‘Th e In-
tegration of the European Second Generation’ (2006–2008) were 
used to compare the transition into motherhood of second-gener-
ation Turkish women in Germany with second-generation Turk-
ish women in Austria, Switzerland, France, the Netherlands and 
Sweden. Th e comparison revealed that the Turkish women living 
in Germany were the least likely to start a family, compared with 
the women in the other European countries

By recruiting ‘guest workers’, a process that began with con-
tracts with Italy in 1955, Germany underwent an immigration 
phase whose diverse impacts still affect politics and society 
today. In the forefront of this contribution are family-related as-
pects that have changed over time. What patterns exist in fam-
ilies before and after the migration? Are there any observable 
changes in how they live together, how they select partners or 
in their generative behaviour? 

Change is possible at various diff erent levels 
and can have diff erent causes (Nauck 2002, 
2007). Individuals leave their home context 
and are confronted with new living condi-
tions that structure their actions as context. 
Behavioural changes could be the result of as-
similation and acculturation processes in the 
migration context. Generally speaking, atti-
tudes change at a slower rate than behaviour. 
Th is is true for intra-generational changes on 
an individual level and for the changes that 
take place on an inter-generational level, on 
the basis of more less well-developed trans-
mission processes between parents and their 
children. Diff erences between the (immigra-

tion) generations are thus to be expected more in the behavioural 
indicators and less in the attitude indicators.
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have revealed a slight increase in the number of marriage-related 
immigration (Baykara-Krumme/Fuss 2009).
 Th e generative behaviour has changed over time. Th e fi gures of 
the CFR (Cohort Fertility Rate) are the most signifi cant. Th is sur-
vey took into account the actual number of children of women 
over the age of 40 who were members of diff erent reproductive 
cohorts (Schmid/Kohls 2010). Migrants from the countries from 
which Germany used to recruit guest workers have had a clear 
reduction in the number of births, but at diff erent levels. More 
diff erentiated analyses reveal clear educational eff ects, but also ef-
fects to do with the country of origin and the migration (Milewski 
2007, 2010). It is only when the development in the country of 

origin is taken into account that it becomes possi-
ble to distinguish between changes caused by the 
migration and changes occurring in society as a 
whole. Nauck applied this comparative perspec-
tive in the 1970s and 1980s for inter-generational 
transmission processes (2000). His data revealed 
that the inter-generational exchange is great-
er under migration conditions and that it leads 
to greater synchronicity with regard to attitudes 
about values. Current data about the quality of the 
relationships between the generations in migrant 
families can only be compared to the data of the 

natives in the destination country. Th e generational solidarity is 
quite similar: neither diagnoses of crises nor references to specifi c 
cultural support potential adequately describe the family situation 
in the migrant context.

With the increase in political attention given to the heterogeneous 
group of people with a migrant background, the data situation 
regarding various aspects of the living conditions in the migrant 
context has improved somewhat, especially by taking into account 
the entire resident population, instead of limiting it to those with 
German citizenship. In order to examine the diverse facets of 
change in migrant families since the start of labour-related migra-
tion 50 years ago, various databases are still necessary. Panel data 
make it possible to analyse individual family processes. Cohort 
analyses are a supplementary means of measuring socio-historical 
changes. It is only a multi-actor-design that permits intergenera-
tional changes to be measured. International data sets and data from 
the countries of origin make it possible to investigate the eff ect of the 
migration. It is only with suitable data that well-founded statements 
can be made and incorrect interpretations avoided.
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Panel data provide the most revealing data base for measuring 
individual changes. However, this kind of data is relatively rare 
for migrants and so far none of the data available has taken into 
account the phase before the migration. If the analyses are limit-
ed to timelines, i.e. cross-sectional data, which is often the only 
data base available, then the diff erences at the various points in 
time could be caused not just by individual changes, but also by 
socio-structural changes in the composition of the migrant pop-
ulation. Th ese selection eff ects are the result of births and deaths, 
but even more so of re-migration and permanent immigration, 
both of which are characteristic of migration behaviour, not just 
in Germany.

A total of 20.5 million foreign nationals migrat-
ed to Germany between 1974 and 2008, includ-
ing 2.6 million Turks and 1.5 million Italians. 
However, 16.9 million foreigners emigrated. 
After a long period of a stable migration bal-
ance (apart from a few years, when the balance 
was positive), the number of emigrations out of 
Germany has been higher than the number of 
immigrations into Germany since 2008. Th ere 
are currently more people emigrating to Italy 
and Turkey than people from Turkey and Italy 
immigrating into Germany. Many of these people are young and 
middle-aged. Th e percentage of emigrants who are over the age 
of 50 is 22.5% for Turkish people. Children under the age of 18 
make up 11.4% of emigrants.

Th e age structure of the foreign population in Germany has nor-
malized over the years. Th e migrant population’s aging process is 
striking. Th e cohorts of work-related migrants now living in Ger-
many with their families have reached retirement age. Th ere are 
currently 1.4 million people with a migrant background in Ger-
many who are 64+ and this fi gure also includes many ethnic Ger-
mans from eastern Europe/former USSR, who immigrated with 
their families at an older age. Aging in migration has therefore 
become a important subject in the work with the elderly.

In the 1980s many foreign nationals still lived far away from their 
spouse, who had remained in the country of origin, but today 
marital cohabitation in the destination country is the dominant 
pattern. It is also much less likely now that children under the age 
of 18 are living away from their parents, although transnational 
family setups still exist: around a sixth of the foreign nationals 
surveyed as part of the repeat RAM study by the Federal Offi  ce for 
Migrants and Refugees indicated that they had at least one child 
living in another country. Th e same data reveal that the willing-
ness to marry a German has gone up. Th e generational comparison 
correspondingly shows an increase (compared to their parents) in 
the number of binational marriages among the children of the im-
migrants. Th ere are clear diff erences between the diff erent migrant 
groups both in the level and in the increase (Schroedter/Kalter 
2008). Among the migrants with a Turkish background in par-
ticular, it is less the native population, but rather the non-migrants 
of the society of origin, that play a role as potential spouses. Th is is 
also shown by more up-to-date data that no longer distinguish by 
nationality, but by migrant background and the (parents’) country 
of origin, which is a more signifi cant distinction when researching 
the relationships between the diff erent ethnic groups. Transna-
tional marriage-related migration is no longer just an empirically 
relevant subject, but also one that is much discussed in the sphere 
of integration policy. After a sizable reduction, the visa statistics 

„“The migrant population’s 
aging process is striking. 
The cohorts of work-
related migrants now 
living in Germany with 
their families have reached 
retirement age.” 
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