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Some women remain childless. Th is is true for a fi fth 
of the second generation Turkish women, and is thus 
just as high as that of the west German women. Italian 
and Spanish women are less likely to remain childless, 
while women from ex-Yugoslavia and Greece are 
more likely not to have children. When compar-
ing the migrant generations, it is true generally 
that second-generation women start families later 

than fi rst generation women, and the number of 
childless women is a few percentage points higher 
on average.

Th e diff erence in the ages of mothers at the birth 
of their fi rst child, both between the generations 
and also between the second generation and the 
west German women, can be explained by the dif-
ferences in the socio-demographic structures. Th e 
percentage of married women in the fi rst migrant 
generation is higher than in the second migrant 

generation and the among non-migrants. Th ere is also a trend in 
the second migrant generation to acquire a higher level of edu-
cation compared with the fi rst generation. While, for example, a 
quarter of the women in the fi rst migrant generation did not have 
school qualifi cations, the same was only true for around 12% of 
the women in the second generation (and less than 3% among 
the west German women). If the analysis takes into account the 
woman’s age, marital status, birth year, educational background 
and job as well as her partner’s job, the fi gures for second-genera-

Two different explanations are used to analyse the reproduc-
tive behaviour of international migrants and their offspring. 
Firstly, socialization plays a role: are the family formation pat-
terns, norms and values from the country of origin still extant 
in the destination country, or do the descendants of the mi-
grants adapt to the demographic patterns of the destination 
country? Secondly, socio-economic factors have to be taken 
into account: to what extent do differences between women 
migrants and women without a migrant background affect the 
family formation process?

Th e women’s educational qualifi cations play a central role here. 
Studies about reproductive behaviour show that there is a correlation 
between a low level of education and a greater number of children. 
Germany’ immigrants usually come from countries in which the 
birth rate is higher than in Germany and their socio-economic sta-
tus is relatively low. In addition the migration event is often coupled 
with a social demotion, which remains extant in the subsequent gen-
erations, such as in their below-average educational participation.

Th e study conducted by the Sozio-ökonomischen Panel (SOEP 
1984–2004, women born between 1946–1983) investigates the 
question whether the way women with a migrant background 
start a family diff ers from that of women without a migrant back-
ground, and if yes, to what extent socio-demographic diff erences 
between migrant women and women without a migrant back-
ground play a role.

Th e data of the SOEP were used to analyse the 
transition into motherhood among Turkish mi-
grant women of the fi rst and second generations 
in west Germany1. Th e fi rst generation includes 
childless women who migrated to Germany 
aged 15 or older. Th e second generation migrat-
ed to Germany with their parents before their 
15th birthday or they were born in Germany. 
Comparison groups were made up of migrant 
women from the former Yugoslavia, Greece, It-
aly and Spain as well as west German women 
without a migrant background.

In the second generation, women with a Turk-
ish background are the youngest to start a fam-
ily. 50% of them had a child before their 25th 
birthday. Next were the women with an Italian 
or Spanish background; every second woman 
in these categories became a mother by their 
26th birthday. Among west German women 
the same is the case by age 28. Women with a 
former Yugoslav or Greek background become 
mothers at an average age of 30.
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“While, a quarter of the 
women in the first migrant 
generation did not have 
school qualifications, the 
same was only true for 
around 12% of the women 
in the second generation.”
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